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Austin springs eternal for Nordic bands
By Jan Andersson

pring break. That’s what 
SXSW is,” said Division 
of Laura Lee singer, Per 

Ståhlberg, when asked to describe the 
allure of Austin to artists from the 
Nordic countries of Sweden, Norway, 
Finland, Denmark and Iceland. 
And he should know, having left the 
depressing Swedish winter to play 
SXSW no fewer than eight times. 
But though Ståhlberg and his band 
will miss this year’s conference, there 
will still be a diverse and impressive 
contingent of Nordic artists on hand. 

One of the better known returning 
bands is Swedish rock sensation, 
Sahara Hotnights. Having played the 
conference twice before, singer Marie 
Andersson is really looking forward to 
their third SXSW gig: “This time we’re 
on our own label and hoping to cut a 
new deal here in the States. So we are 
all geared up and ready to spread the 
gospel of Scandinavian rock.”

And the women of Sahara Hotnights 
are not the only ones leaving the 
snow and cold for a couple of hazy 
days in Austin. 

Frida Hyvönen (Sweden)
Three years ago, everybody in Sweden 
was talking about Frida Hyvönen. 

Nothing was recorded and she had 
no website, but after a few gigs in 
Stockholm, the buzz was all over the 
place. “I remember. That was really 
absurd,”  she recently said to The 
Gothenburg Post. 

Now the theatrical and sensitive 
singer/pianist has two records out, is 
touring all over the U.S. and Europe, 
and plays an important part in the 
contemporary Swedish music scene. 
She has left her little hometown of 
Robertsfors, where Sahara Hotnights 
also hail from, and is currently 
looking for a big house somewhere 
close to Stockholm. “It doesn’t have 
to be beautiful, but I want plenty 
of rooms and space enough to stroll 
around in,” she says.

Ane Brun (Norway)
She could have been terribly preten-
tious and sentimental (sometimes 
the music aims that way), but Ane 

Brun always manages to 
stay clear of such traps. 
Regardless of whether she 
is bringing an entire string 
quartet on stage or just her 
Morgan guitar; no matter 
if she is singing with 
Wendy McNeil and Ron 
Sexsmith or all by herself; 
whether she is covering PJ 
Harvey or the finishing 
aria from Purcell’s opera 
Dido and Aeneas, Brun is 
pushing the limits in an 
impressive way. To quote 
our Kazakh television jour-
nalist friend: “I like.”

22 Pisterpirkko (Finland)
Their latest record, Drops 

& Kicks, is produced by Kalle 
Gustavsson from The Soundtrack 
of Our Lives, but despite that 
arena rock connection, when the 
Keränen brothers (Asko and PK) 
and drummer Espe Haverinen try to 
describe their music, they use words 
such as “swamp blues,” “synth rock,” 

“pop” and “electronica with a touch 
of dance music.” Yes, the music is as 
varied as the trio’s legendary perfor-
mances, which can be heavenly or 
hellish, depending on the whimsical 
brothers’ mood. But one thing is for 
sure, the 22-dotted Ladybug from 
Helsinki is never boring.

Under Byen (Denmark)
Singer Henriette Sennenvaldt sounds 
like an elf from Mirkwood, one of 
those bleak and big-eared bores in the 
Lord of the Rings, but in a good way, 
like a low-key Sigur Ros. She sings 
in Danish and together with a cello, 
violin, two drummers and a piano, 
she and her band, Under Byen, make 
for quite an extraordinary experience 
on stage. Theirs is the sound of poetic 
solitude, of emptiness, of distress on 
Desolation Row.

Hera (Iceland)
For many years Icelandic music was 
synonymous with rocker legend 
Bubbi Morthens, and no one else. 
Then the Sugarcubes erupted with 
eccentric singers Einar Örn and 
Björk, and after that Gus Gus 
and Sigur Ros with their made-up 
language. Now we turn our eyes and 
ears towards the Icelandic mainstream 
again, namely Hera. The 22-year-old 
classical guitarist is one of the most 
talented songwriters to ever come 
out of Iceland, and her music is soft, 
sparse and immensely beautiful.  n
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SXSW.mobi/schedules 
This is the best place to find the Music Festival Schedule, Film Festival 
Schedule, and Panels Schedules for Interactive, Film and Music. The idea 
is to make all the schedules you would find on sxsw.com also available on 
sxsw.mobi/schedules but formatted for your mobile device. We under-
stand that being at SXSW means you are constantly moving. Sometimes it is 
not convenient to use a full-size computer to plot your next move. Now you 
can use your smartphone.

SXSW.mobi/audio 
This section will feature podcasts from interactive, film and music panels as 
well as mp3s from your favorite SXSW bands. There’s nothing like listening 
to a band you just heard about before deciding to trek across town to see 
them live!

SXSW.mobi/video
Here you will find video clips of film trailers, panels, interviews and 
more. If you have a few minutes to kill between panels, watch a clip from 
something you may have missed. Many of the films screening at SXSW 2007 
feature a trailer you can watch right on your mobile device. 

SXSW.mobi/tools 
Go to the tools section to access the Mobile Registrant Directory. 
Connect with other registrants, send messages and plan your meetings in 
advance. Trying to meet with a fellow registrant at a party when you’ve 
never met in person before? Find them on the Mobile Registrant Directory, 
and if they have uploaded a badge photo, you can see what they look like.

While you’re logged into the Mobile Registrant Directory, sign up for SMS 
alerts to stay in-the-know about last minute schedule changes, special 
events, breaking news and more! SXSW will customize your alerts according 
to your badge type.

SXSW is proud to announce SXSW.mobi, a mobile destination with everything you need  
to enhance your on-the-go SXSW 2007 experience. Browse to SXSW.mobi from your mobile  
device or web-enabled phone to get up-to-date schedules, mp3s, video clips, podcasts, news and more.

SXSW.mobi: the SXSW mobile site

If you consume content and 

browse the web on your mobile 

device, check out SXSW.mobi. 

We built it just for you.








